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The Development Strategy has adopted some of football’s main pillars into its core, and these considerations will no doubt 
reap significant benefits following implementation. Prioritising grassroots and educational programmes for boys and girls, 
coaching education, infrastructure development and investment in club football, will no doubt lead to fruitful sustainability, 
while a modern management approach in a digital ecosystem with improved processes will greatly complement the existing 
professionalism within the dedicated AFFA teams. It is also heartening to see how volunteering remains an area of particu-
lar importance for AFFA, as are the key areas of sustainability and social responsibility.

These activities – your strategy – also greatly align with my Vision 2020-2023, in maximising the development impact we 
carry with our members, boosting women’s football, increasing global competitiveness and ultimately, making football truly 
global and work for society, all around the world. There is no doubt this important document, which attests the realisation 
of your vision, will contribute to the promotion, popularisation and further development of football in Azerbaijan, to its vis-
ibility and its prosperity in the country in the years to come, paving the way for future successes.

Gianni Infantino
FIFA President

UEFA and the Association of Football Federations of Azerbaijan (AFFA) have forged a strong relationship over the years and 
we are delighted to congratulate them on their consistent hard work and dedication to grow football in Azerbaijan, and to 
utilise its enormous potential for social good. AFFA continues to demonstrate strong leadership in implementing practical 
steps to develop and promote the popularity and participation in football across the country. Baku shined as a warm and 
welcoming host of the UEFA EURO 2020 and it was clear to see the nation’s love of the game during that very special time.

One of the key objectives of the UEFA Good Governance Principles is the enrichment and value of strategic development – 
which is not only how a national association runs and governs football on a day-to-day basis but also the need for a sustain-
able future vision and the necessary goals to achieve it. UEFA and its Grow team is pleased to have collaborated closely on 
the AFFA Development Strategy 2021-2025 which is such an inspiration for the national association as a whole and future 
football development in Azerbaijan.

Aleksander Čeferin
UEFA President



In football, as in most other areas, in order to achieve sustainable and com-
prehensive development, it is important to set the right goals, develop a 
strategic roadmap to achieve the objectives and coordinate the entire pro-
cess over time. During the implementation of the State Program for the 
Development of Football in the Republic of Azerbaijan in 2005-2015, signed 
by the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Mr. Ilham Aliyev in 2005, 
important work was done to develop football in our country including nu-
merous infrastructure projects implemented and great progress achieved in 
increasing popularity and bringing football education to the level of modern 
standards. In the framework of the GROW 2020 program jointly launched 
by AFFA and UEFA, AFFA continued to work actively during 2016-2020 to 
ensure football remains the most followed and popular sport in the country. 
For the last four years, along with the implementation of infrastructure and 
educational projects, serious work was done to develop club football and 
ensure a healthy competitive environment. The UEFA Europa League Final 
2019 and four matches of the EURO 2020, which we will host with the 
great support of our state authorities, are undoubtedly two of the most im-
portant milestones in the country’s football history. Both events are instru-
mental in raising our country’s global profile as a sports nation, in addition to 
promoting football domestically. I am confident that the AFFA Development 
Strategy for 2021-2025 designed as the logical follow-up to these process-
es, will further contribute to the development of football in the country.

Rovnag Abdullayev
President of AFFA
























































